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The hotel “problem”

• Long stays in hotels:
• Delay the initial integration process

• Cause difficulties with families

• Limit agency (food choice, getting acquainted with new city)

• Often far away from parks and other necessities

• Difficulty securing hotel rooms in summer 2022

• Difficulty securing hotel rooms in fall of 2022 as pandemic restrictions 
removed

• Backlog of refugees coming

Wilkinson 2017, 2019; 



The Toronto and Calgary “problem”

• Friends and 
family told 
me to move 
there

• Those are the 
only cities 
they “know”

Photos top left: Peggy’s Cove (NS), Red River (Winnipeg), Rampart Trail (Cranbrook BC), Saskatoon, Stanley Park (Vancouver), Forks Skating trail (Winnipeg), Theodore (Sk), Pinepoint Rapids (MB) 
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The Family Reunification “Problem”

79% of the respondents said they had left immediate family members in Afghanistan; 
60% of them had up to 10 members left behind

30,9% 29,8% 18,1% 16,0% 5,3%

How many family members did you leave 
behind in Afghanistan? (94)

1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 15 16 to 30 above 30

21,6% 34,2% 17,1% 18,9% 8,1%

Total number of people in your family 
(including those in your hotel and those you 

had to leave behind in Afghanistan) (111)

1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 15 16 to 30 above 30



umanitoba.ca

Acknowledgments

• Funding provided by Immigration Refugees and Citizenship Canada-
Prairie and Northern Territories Region

• Partners: CCIS-Calgary, Westman Immigrant Services-Brandon, 
Reception House-Kitchener-Waterloo, KCR Community Resources 
Kelowna, ISANS Halifax, Catholic Social Services Edmonton, Saskatoon 
Open Door Society, Catholic Centre for Immigrants Ottawa, Accueil
Francophone-Winnipeg, Association for New Canadians-St John’s

• Immigrant Centre Manitoba (for translation and interpretation)


